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Technological advances

DRDO, IITs sign deal to develop aero engines
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Leaner and thinner

Revamp Of UGC Is Imperative

parthasarathi chakraborty
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HRD mantri’s real job is not
fire-fighting, it’s education

RIGHT & WRONG

SWAPAN DASGUPTA

It 1s & measure of the frivolity that
has gripped the commentariat that
the only discussions on last week's
ministerial reshuflle were centred
on Smriti lrani's shift from the HRD
ministry to the sedate ministry of textiles. No doubt
Irani may have contributed to the trivialisation with
her characteristic forthrightness and her needliess bat-
tles with detractors on social media. In the process,
however, the country experienced an unfortunate shift
of the national discourse away from education — a
subject that, along with economic growth, must be
high in the list of national priorities,

Even the controversies that marked her two-year
stint in Shastri Bhavan had, alas, very little to do with
the real issues. The student agitations at the Central
University in Hyderabad and Jawaharlal Nehru Unl-
versity were all about campus politics and not remote-
ly connected with scholarly pursuits, On top of her
refusal to be browbeaten by voluble slogan-shouters,
Trani riled the academic community — adifficult body
at the best of times — with herno-nonsense style, Irani,
an accomplizhed communicator whose parliamentary
interventions on matters connected to her large minis:
try were exemplary, loathed being patronised by the
academic community and responded with a show of
exaggerated abrasiveness that complicated matters.
Her legion of detractors may gloat over her apparent
‘demotian’ but her political career is far from over. A
focused individual, she is certain to bounce back.

Many of the irritants that Irani faced in the HRD
minigtry may not be faced by her successor. Prakash
Javadekar. The ever-smiling and affable Javadekar has
a knack for negotiating his way out of sticky situa-
tions. In combining diligence and pragmatism, he was
successful in extricating the ministry of environment
from the controversies that marred the tenure of his
predecessors, As his initial response to queries about
student belligerence suggested, Javadekar has a way
of projecting himself as a model of reasonableness.
The anti-Narendra Modi brigade on the campuses may
find that the new mimister is more artful in negotiating
contrived controversies.

Yet, coping with the HRD ministry is not merely
about fire-fighting. Indian education, as the recently
released National Policy on Education Report 2016
(NPER) has convincingly argued, is in a state of “dis
array”. Having coped with the pressing issue of bat-
tling illiteracy and providing access fo education,
India’s education system is faced with the more chal-
lenging issues of poor standards, teacher indiffer-
ence, pedagogic shortcomings and dvsfunctional
maonitoring institutions.

Endorsinga survey by Pratham for 2014, the NPER
noted with alarm that nearly half the Class V students
were unable to reach the reading and arithmetic levels

stipulated for Class 11, The shoddy standards in this
government-dominated sector also persist (with excep-
tions) in higher education, In a sharply worded indict-
ment the NPER commented that “anyone having deal-
ings with the education system has generally lost faith
initscredibility...(Thoese) who can afford to turn their
backs on government schoals and colleges reach out
to private schools or emigrate abroad for study” Nor
does the private sector constitute islands of uniform
excellence. Here, too, degree shops and money-grab-
bing enterprises rub shoulders with institutions trving
to make the best of a grim situation,

The NPER report may not be perfect — academic
administrators have already begun rubbishing iton the
ground it was drafted by a committee of retired babus.
Yet, it does alert us to the magnitude of the problem
and sets out a programme of modest reforms that, if
left unattended, has the potential of transforming In-

HOTSEAT: The challenges before Javadekar are daunting

dia’s demographic dividend into a horrible nightmare.

Javadekar has his work cut out for him. In the envi-
ronment ministry, he moved away from the doctrinaire
and occasionally vindictive approach of his predeces
sors. Now he has to cut himself loose from the culture
of overbearing, bureaucratic controls and initiate steps
to make education less prone to political interference,
more flexible, and create purposeful and professional
selfregulating institutions. Most important, he has to
have the large-heartedness to permit genuine centres
of excellence to be entirely self-governing.

The challenges before Javadekar are daunting.
Not only will he have to persuade state governments
that there is more to politics than the transfers and
postings of government teachers, he will have to scrap
moribund insfitutions such as the University Grants
Commission, give a more purposeful role to the pri-
vate (and corporate) sector and be more receptive to
foreign participation in higher education. For Ja-
vadekar and, indeed, for Prime Minister Modi these
campaigns should be more of @ priority than tackling
acts of puerile grandstanding on the campuses.
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IIT pitches in for Namami Gange
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-pitches-in-for-Namami-Gange/articleshow/53126500.cms
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Kanpur: As part of its endeavour to achieve 'aviral aur nirmal' (continuous and clean) flow of Ganga under the Namami

Gange project, lIT-Kanpur has started technical survey in five villages close to the river.

The team is working on three aspects during the survey - do villagers use toilets, where is the solid waste discharged and

what is the arrangement for sanitation and water supply.

The team also found out the number of domestic animals and the arrangement for their drinking water.

Prof Vinod Tare of IIT-K, who is closely associated with the Namami Gange project, said 13 prominent educational
institutions have adopted 65 villages situated on the banks of Ganga. These institutions include NIT Uttarakhand, IIT-
Roorkee, Aligarh Muslim University, NIT Allahabad, [IT-BHU, ISM-Dhanbad and lIT-Kharagpur.

"These 65 villages are situated on the river bank between Alaknanda to Gangasagar. Ganga travels through seven states
and covers a distance of 2,500 kms before flowing into Bay of Bengal," said Prof Tare who has been working on Ganga

for the past two decades.

Abhishek Gaur, senior project associate at IIT-K and part of the team, said the survey is almost complete in Ramel Nagar,
Khayora Katri, Pratappur Hari, Hindupur and Ludhawakhera villages situated close to Ganga.

Tare said preparations are on to construct a new ghat at the barrage. He said soon the work of renovation of the city

ghats will begin.
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In Bithoor, beautification of the ghats would be done by Kanpur Development Authority (KDA).
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